Exploring
The
Steamboat
Bertrand

With The Shiloh Boys

"Buffalo"
Chip
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STEAMBOAT BERTRAN

During the mid~nineteenth century, steambo:
Played a major role in the settlement and develc
ment of the nation. In March 1865 the fully lade
sternwheeler Bertrand left St. Louis under the
command of Captain James Yore. The cargo of
general merchandise and mercury, used in the
refinement of gold, was bound for the frontie
mining towns near Fort Benton, Montana Territory,
at the headwaters of the Missouri.

On April 1, 1865 the 161-foot vessel struck a
snag less than a mile from the village of DeSoto,
Nebraska Territory. The site of the wreck is now
part of the DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge.
Although the boat sank in ten minutes, no lives
were lost. The Bertrand was one of more than 400
steamboats wrecked on the Missouri during the
riverboat era.

In 1967 salvors in cooperation with the federal
government began a successful search for the
Bertrand. The excavation was completed in October
1969 after 150 tons of cargo had been removec
The varied and precisely dated contents provide
important research and interpretative resources
after 103 years. On March 24, 1969 the !
mportance of the Bertrand was recognized

1to the National Register of Historic
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He was born on the banks of the Missouri River. In the hell-hole river town of Sioux
City. The Great White Scout goes by many names...the Cheyenne call him
Wakamanniplod. Which means "Big Buffalo Chip". Nerves of steel and eyes like a
baby hawk, the Great White Scout was known far and especially wide for his many
adventures. Next to the scout's side was Dead Eye, the comical sidekick. Talk about
dead weight, he reminded people of John Belushi in the movie Continental Divide or
maybe John Candy in Wagons East. No longer able to read a map or road signs, he
was not much use. He did have, however, an uncanny ability to spot a Dairy Queen
from great distances. A gift from his older brothers the legends say.

The Shiloh Boys spent years reading books, newspaper micro films and historical
maps in their latest historical adventure: To find and explore the Steamboat Bertrand.



The search is
on, but where
to begin?
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Wonderful exhibits for the tourists, but
the two "Historians" are invited to the
huge back room/warehouse. Where they

are encouraged to explore any box or

e

-~ artifact!
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Farm tools.
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Crates of
ammunition.

Woven scarfs.

Powder horns.
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o Ice skates  Huge gear near the

=/ ‘ paddle wheel.

g Buckets






RUBBER RAINCOATS - A UNIQUE CARGO

Rubber is known to have been used to Waterpljoof fabric

as early as 1800. However, untreated rubber will S{mply
melt with heat and harden with cold. It wasn't until Charles
Goodyear discovered how to stabilize the rubber in. 1844
that it became practical for use as clothing. Using his

process of vulcanization, Goodyear discovered that by
treating rubber with sulfur at great heat, its physical
properties changed and allowed the rubber to remain

flexible in cold and intact in heat. The beautifully

preserved rubber raincoats in the Bertrand collection
were made by Goodyear in 1864 and are the only known
Surviving examples anywhere in the world.
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Quite possibly the most
interesting artifact that
we saw was this rubber
rain coat. (Read previous
= sign) | cannot put into

| words how soft this was.
Felt like a high quality

|| sport coat. And it was
rubber? Only four of

1 these exist in the world

¢ and are only found
here... WOW. All of these
artifacts spent over a 100
years under the Missouri
River mud.
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“+ Canisters that
held mercury.

Shovels.
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Boots were made straight.
There was no left or right. Ouch.



On the soles were
pounded individua



Buffalo Boots made from buffalo skins.
Pretty deuteriated.
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The Bertran ‘a mountain boat. athefarge-white poles. They would stick them in

- Then gunithe engines/paddle wheel and the
boat would hop or rise over the obstructlonms trying to ge UP tF
possible.






There were 18 cabins for passengers.
No one was lost during the sinking as
. The Captain maneuvered close to the shore.
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